
  Page 1 of 6 

KIRKCUDBRIGHT GOLF CLUB 

 

Captains Desk 
 
If I have not as yet had the pleasure, a good golfing season to you. May I wish a speedy recovery 
to a few members who are struggling with health issues. I trust the dreams of combat in the 
coming season will spur recovery. 
 
Well done to all sections of the club regarding the number of Ladies, Gents and Junior who have 
graced our fairways over the winter months. You are a truly hardy bunch. 
 
Just a few housekeeping items this month. We are actively seeking a new club steward and with 
a bit of luck I will have a positive report soon. In the meantime the club house is open every day 
for coffee. A big thank you to the teams who have cleaned at the clubhouse inside and outside. 
Without willing volunteers my position would be impossible. 
 
Well done to almost most members, annual subscriptions are coming in apace. Our amazing 
office staff are doing a tremendous job. They are there to serve you and are at the clubhouse 
most mornings. 
 
Work parties on the course will happen over the next two months and I will send out the challenge 
in my weekly updates. Out on the course a number of things are worth noting. The new 17th 
green is bedding in well and I am hopeful that come opening day, finger crossed, that it will be in 
play. All greens have been deep tinned twice, a Whetting agent applied to draw moister down and 
a liquid iron and seaweed application, (the blue stuff). As I write this article the greens are being 
top dressed with a medium course dressing. This will improve the ball roll and pace of the green. 
Fairways have been cut and although soft in areas, dare I say looking good. Work has started on 
tees. They have been cut and the next phase will be feeding and dressing. Hopefully the work 
parties will deal with new 150 markers, paving and paths and divots. 
 
All I ask is that if you have ideas or want to help just let me know. We have a truly wonderful golf 
course with an engaged membership, the only way is UP! 
 
Best Wishes, 

Maurice 
Club Captain. 
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Ladies News 
 
A good collection of ladies turning up for golf on a Tuesday or if not suitable, then they enjoy a 
coffee. Also, Saturday golf still goes on. Only four ladies played the medal on this past Saturday 
but it is usually better attended if the weather is right. There is a ladies' committee meeting at 
Meiklewood on Monday 6th February when I think we will all get back to thinking of the coming 
season's competitions and outings. 
 
Ten ladies kindly volunteered to give the kitchen a good clean last week. They spent two hours 
which added up to 20 hours of cleaning. Well done everyone. The kitchen certainly has a bit of a 
sparkle now.  Isobel Watson is in the process of getting quotations for work to be done in the 
ladies' changing room and toilet.  Meaning to get it brightened up before the summer season 
starts.  Any offers of help would be appreciated. Some of the men have already offered help. 
Contact Isobel if you have any ideas. 
 
Look forward to seeing everyone at the beginning of the season. 
 

Mary Robertson 
Ladies Captain 
 
 

EGGS News 
 
The enthusiasm of EGGS members knows no limits with good numbers braving the elements on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and on EGGS days on Friday. Skills are being honed and swings tinkered 
with to ensure handicaps will continue to tumble come the off! The January round of the Winter 
League produced an exciting, tight finish with no fewer than 9 players finishing within 2 shots of 
the worthy winner, Tom Brown. The February event was equally close with 6 players within 2 
shots of the winner, Jon Gibbs-Smith. It was also good to see our ex Captain Ian McConchie 
share the same score as the winner and with a new swing he is in a rich vein of form at present. 
All in all it is building up to a close battle for the Wimbush Trophy with the final event due at the 
beginning of March. 
 
The EGGS held their Lunch and prize giving on the 13th January at Kirkcudbright Bowling Club, 
the EGGS Captain welcomed the 37 EGGS members and Mandy Pool from Alzheimer's who 
gave the members a talk on how the money we were donating would be spent, a cheque for £500 
was then presented to Mandy on behalf of the EGGS for Alzheimer's. After the presentation the 
meal was served followed by the presentation of the trophies, it was great to see some of the new 
EGGS members receiving trophies, the EGGS committee decided this year to sponsor some of 
the meal and a drink out of the EGGS fund which the members appreciated. 
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Golfalotto 
 
Sandy and Caroline Greig were the winners of the 2016 Golfalotto, drawn 
at the AGM back in December. Here they are pictured after winning the 
first prize of £930. 
 
The current Golfalotto will finish at the AGM this year, when the lucky 
winner will get between £3,000 and £4,000!! 
 
Golfalotto 2 tickets will go on sale in the Summer, so watch this space for 
more details. 
 
 

 
Caption: 

 
Winter golf at its best (pic1) EGGs Captain Ian Proudfoot in a bit of bother at the 4th. Marching 
on. Junior Convenor Eddie Caruthers (pic2) with the latest fashion in head gear. Note the bunny 
rabbit getting a lift with his clubs. 

Rainfall 

For those of you interested to see how our course handles the weather here are some rainfall 
statistics taken by our dedicated greenkeepers during 2016: 
 
Rainfall levels for 2016: 
January 207mm. 
February 132mm 
March 70mm 
April 109mm 
May 58mm 
June 72mm 
July 127mm 
August 78mm 
September 111mm 
October 32mm 
November 98mm   ( 2015 November 190mm) 
December 55mm   ( 2015 December 271mm) 
Total 2016 -1149mm 
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Twitcher Corner 
 
Golf courses in the past were sterile barren landscapes, like much of the farm land of the past, 

over fertilised and all scrub land removed. Today things are different with protected areas and 

little or no chemicals used.  

Our Golf course is a haven for all sorts of flower and fauna, but it is the 

bird life that brings joy to many. Let us know what you see and with 

cameras on telephones take a snap or two to share. This month the early 

arrivals are looking for nesting sites. Just a few of the sightings so far this 

year. The now familiar Red Kite seen in the 10th 11th fairway area. 

 

 

Over the next month the early spring flowers will bloom on the 

golf course. Bluebells and Wild Garlic will abound, but look out 

for cowslips, Early Purple Orchid and Pyramidal Orchid. Tell us 

what you see. 

 

As yet not seen, the great spotted wood pecker, but heard at the 3rd and 5th. 

About blackbird-sized and striking black-and-white. It has a very distinctive 

bouncing flight and spends most of its time clinging to tree trunks and 

branches, often trying to hide on the side away from the observer. Its 

presence is often announced by its loud call or by its distinctive spring 

'drumming' display. The male has a distinctive red patch on the back of the 

head and young birds have a red crown. Let us know if you see him. 

 

A new resident from the south, becoming common on bird feeders and 

around the golf course. 

The nuthatch is a plump bird about the size of a great tit that resembles a 

small woodpecker. It is blue-grey above and whitish below, with chestnut 

on its sides and under its tail. It has a black stripe on its head, a long black 

pointed bill, and short legs. It breeds in central and southern England and 

in Wales, and is resident, with birds seldom travelling far from the woods 

where they hatch. 

 

During the late autumn of 2016 Red Squirrels were spotted in the wood 

behind the 17th green. Unfortunately not been seen since then. Keep a look 

out and let us know. The expectation was that then would find a tree route 

up to the plantation at the third green. 
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Rules Corner: (have your say) 

 

Player etc. accidentally causes ball to move. 
R&A and USGA has decided, that from January 1st 2017 it is possible for golf clubs to apply a 
new local rule, which states that there is no penalty if e.g. the player accidentally causes his ball 
on the putting green to move (the ball must be replaced). 

(Should KBT have this local rule?) 

Wording? 

R&A and USGA recommends the following wording: 

Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 are modified as follows: 

When a player’s ball lies on the putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball-marker is 
accidentally moved by the player, his partner, his opponent, or any of their caddies or equipment. 

The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1. 

This Local Rule applies only when the player’s ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green and 
any movement is accidental.  

Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as a result of wind, 
water or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played as it lies 
from its new location. A ball-marker moved in such circumstances is replaced. 

Four conditions. 
Note, that four conditions must be fulfilled, for the local rule (if used by the golf club) to be 
invoked: 

1. The ball lies on the putting green. 
The local rule applies only, if the ball lies on the putting green. Thus, it does not apply, if the ball 
lies in a bunker, in the rough, in a water hazard etc. 

2. The ball is moved. 
The ball must be moved, for the local rule to apply. According to the definition, the ball is moved, 
if it moves away and comes to rest in a new position.  Thus, if it only oscillates, it has not moved. 

3. It is the player etc., who caused the movement of the ball.  
The local rule only applies, if it was the player etc., who moved the ball. The player is deemed to 
have moved the ball, if there is more than a 50 %’s chance, that he caused the movement. Maybe 
you remember the “Dustin Johnson case” (which probably is the direct cause to this possible rule 
change). 

If the movement of the ball e.g. was caused by the wind or by gravity, the local rule cannot be 
invoked (the ball must then – local rule or not – be played as it lies, without penalty). 

4. Movement is accidental. 
The local rule only applies, if the player etc. did not move the ball intentionally. If e.g. the player 
lifts his ball on the putting green, without marking it in advance, the local rule does not apply, and 
the player does not avoid penalty. 

No local rule, no change. 
Please note, that your golf club actively needs to apply this local rule, if they want this rule 
change. If your club doesn’t apply it, it cannot be invoked by players, and therefore the “normal” 
rules in the rules book etc. applies. 

http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/18-Ball-at-Rest-Moved/SubRules/2-By-Player-Partner-Caddie-or-Equipment
http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/18-Ball-at-Rest-Moved/SubRules/3-By-Opponent-Caddie-or-Equipment-in-Match-Play
http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/20-Lifting-Dropping-and-Placing-Playing-from-Wrong-Place/SubRules/1-Lifting-and-Marking
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Current rules. 
If your club applies this local rule, the current rules are changed. The current rules states, that 
a player always gets a penalty stroke (also on the putting green), if he moves his ball in player… 
no matter whether it was intentionally or not. 

With this new local rule, penalty is avoided, if the movement was accidental. 

Examples (no penalty). 
See below a few examples on the putting green, where you – if the new local rule is used – does 
not get a penalty (contrary-wise you will get penalty, if the local rules is not used): 

1. You accidentally move your ball when addressing it. 
2. You drop a ballmark onto the ball, on the way towards it, and the ball thereby moves. 
3. You accidentally strike and move the ball in a practice swing. 

Examples (penalty). 
See below a few examples, where you – although the new local rule has been applied – still 
incurs penalty: 

1. You accidentally strike and moved your ball during search for it in the rough. 

2. You lift your ball on the putting green, without having marked it in advance. 

 

 
 

 

And Finally … 
 
Finally, don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see included 
let us know. You might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could include. Feel 
free to pass them on, either to the clubhouse or contact me at malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk

